
PASTOR’S PAGE

Dear Redeemer,

“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy

of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,

with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just

as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.”

Ephesians 4:1-6.

I was privileged and grateful to be able to participate with the Lutheran World

Federation (LWF) pre-Assembly for the Latin America & Caribbean and North

America regions as we came together to listen to one another, to learn, to

worship, and to set priorities as we move toward the 13th Assembly in Krakow,

Poland, in September, under the theme “One Body, One Spirit, One Hope” based

on the above text from Ephesians. The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg

Confession in Poland will be our host for this Assembly, which is a minority

church in Poland.

What is the LWF? “The Lutheran World Federation is a global communion of

149 member churches with over 75.5 million members in 99 countries. We share

a common Lutheran heritage, shaped by diverse contexts, in which we experience

and witness to God’s liberating grace. As a communion we are called to live and

work together for a more just, peaceful, and reconciled world.”

As two regions meeting under one roof, we discussed what that unity means, even

in the midst of those diverse contexts. “Unity,” said LWF General Secretary, the

Rev. Dr. Anne Burghardt, in her opening address to the pre-Assembly “does not
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mean uniformity. When unity is confused with uniformity the neighbors are

forced to give up their gifts to conform to the dominant group.” Speaking on

unity (One Body, One Spirit, One Hope) was especially pertinent to hear as those

of us from the global North came to the global South, both very different

contexts. It was a priority to listen to our neighbours from the South and their

experiences of what it means to be the Lutheran church in their contexts. Being

in Colombia, we heard from local leaders, women, Afro-descent and Indigenous,

who are working for peace in their communities, work that is still dangerous

even though peace accords have been signed (the displaced and the disappeared

weighing large on their hearts after almost 60 years of warfare in Colombia). 

Even with our diverse contexts, there were commonalities and these came up in

the priorities we set to bring to the 13th Assembly in September. We worked

hard together, had honest conversations together, with all humility and

gentleness.

What is the LWF? It is your work on a global scale and a local scale as, together,

we work for a more just, peaceful and reconciled world. Please join me on

Sunday, May 21st, during coffee hour for a 15 minute presentation on my time

at the pre-Assembly as your representative and delegate. 

Pastor Katherine
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